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1 Paint Reformulation Technical Guidance Launching Workshop 

1.1  Introduction 

Cleaner Production Unit Jordan has been selected to execute a pilot demonstration in the 

country on phasing out lead in paint in selected small and medium enterprises (SMEs). The 

project is part of Global Environment Facility project titled: Global best practices on emerging 

chemicals policy issues of concern under the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 

Management (SAICM). 

In addition, CPU Jordan will also provide support regarding policy advice and advocacy in 

engaging the national network, to collaborate with the Output 1.2: Policy, advocacy and public 

awareness campaigns to generate support for local phase-out.  

1.2   Launching Workshop 

On April 1st 2019, the RSS Team in collaboration with UN Environment conducted the project 

launching workshop. The workshop represents the initiation of SME’s demonstration activities 

in Jordan. The overall goal of the workshop is discussing in detail the project work plan and 

the draft technical guidelines on paint reformulation as it applies to SMEs project output 1.1. 

Workshop objectives include:   

•  To raise awareness on the advances on lead paint elimination at the global level.  

•  Increase understanding of the adverse health and economic impact of lead 

compounds. 

•  To present global and national status of lead in paint.  

•  To present and discuss the technical guidelines on paint reformulation manual 

prepared by NCPC Serbia that will be pilot tested in selected SMEs through Jordan 

CPU with support of other relevant parties. 

•  To make a connection between international and local activities on phasing out lead 

in paint. 

•  To gain understanding that eliminating lead from paint is possible and that the 

project will support the participants in doing so. 

•  To facilitate discussion about issues related to paint manufacturer, import, export 

and regulation. 



  

 

 (Please See Annex 1 – Launching workshop - List of Participants)  

The Launching Workshop was consisted of: 

1.2.1 Welcome Addresses Session 

The first session of the event was consisted of welcome speeches from RSS, UN Environment  

• Eng Rafat Assi, Vice President for Research and Development  (RSS)  

• Dr. Desiree Narvaez, Programme officer, UN Environment Chemical and Health 

Branch Economy Division. 

 

1.2.2 Presentation of Project  

Health impact of lead in paint: Eng. Mazen 

Malkawi from WHO (Regional office for 

Environmental Health Action Progress) presented 

the impact of lead exposure on health. He indicated 

that lead in paint is a major source of childhood lead 

exposure, and that the lead persists in the 

environment. He spoke about lead toxicity where 

even low levels of exposure to lead can cause serious and irreversible neurological damages, 



such as loss of IQ points. He presented some figures to show the economic impact of lead 

exposure, for example the estimated economic losses due to reduced IQ are ~1.2% of global 

GDP and 1% of Jordanian GDP. He gave a conclusion that prevention lead in paint through 

banning lead paint is cheapest and most practical option.   

Status of global and national lead in paint laws: Dr. Desiree from UN Environment, Dr. 

Mohammad Al-Khashashneh (Ministry of 

Environment), and Eng. Husam Alkilany from 

RSS presented an overview of the status of global 

and national lead in paint laws; where Dr. Desiree 

showed the Progress of Implementation of Lead in 

Paint and the Percent of Countries with Lead Paint 

Laws in Each UN Environment Region. Also she 

referred to IPEN study on Jordan (2012) where the 

levels of lead exceeding target levels of 90 or 600 

ppm were found in 12% to 18% of samples for 17 

samples. Dr. Mohammad insisted on the need of issuing legislation for phasing out lead from 

paint industry, because of lead negative effects on health, especially on the children. Eng. 

Husam gave statistical data about the paint industry in Jordan. 

Description of SAICM GEF project work with governments: Dr. Desiree introduced 

presentation about Promoting “Regulatory and Voluntary Action by Government and Industry 

to Phase-out Lead in Paint”. She gave an overview about SAICM Emerging Policy Issues and 

introduced the two project outputs 1.1 and 1.2 and how activities in both outputs will interact. 

She introduce guidance for a Country Approach toward Development of Lead in Paint Laws, 

also she gave an overview about SAICM GEF Project Executing Partners. 

Description of SAICM GEF Project work plan with industry: Eng. Husam from RSS 

introduced the project work plane and the main project activities, such as providing national 

baseline about Paint Market in Jordan, Launching of Technical Guidance, Pilot Demonstration 

and Advocacy with National Government.  

Paint Reformulation Guideline: Ms. Vojislavka Satric 

from NCPC Serbia introduced a presentation about the 

content of the lead paint reformulation technical 

guidelines. She gave information about paint raw 

materials that may contain lead compounds and 

substitution process.   

 

 



1.2.3 Meeting with Companies Representative’s  

Dr. Desiree Narvaez, together with Ms. Vojislavka Satric held short meetings with four 

companies separately to discuss the status of companies and to discuss the ways of 

cooperation. These Companies showed their interest to participate in the project. 

The companies’ representatives were asked to fill a questionnaire provided by Ms. Vojislavka 

Satric, the other interested companies promised to send the filled questionnaire by fax. 

  

1.2.4  Discussion  

Some paint industries argued that it is impossible to reach the value of 90 ppm in industrial 

paints, mainly because of economic reasons, but the UN-Environment mentioned that the 90 

ppm was set according to its technical and economical applicability; otherwise, there is no safe 

lead concentration in paint, since the safe concentration is lead free paint. Paint representatives 

asked governmental bodies to consult them on issues related to industry. Also Mr Rimawi from 

industry claim that every produced paint batch is tested before introduced to market    

One academia representative mentioned that the lead concentration in paint should be 

according to the economic interest of the country. However, this statement is not a scientific 

statement, since it is well-known in the hierarchical priorities in sustainable management that 

protect the human comes at the first place then the environment and finally the economic. 

Therefore, the project final target is to phase out the lead in paint. 

1.2.5 General Remark  

• The Paint Testing Lab representative at RSS will be integrated in the project. 

• RSS should follow up closely with companies for selection of suitable companies for 

demonstration   
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  Global Environment Facility (GEF) 9771: Global best practices on emerging chemicals policy issues of concern under the 

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) 

Component 1: Promoting regulatory and voluntary action by government and industry to phase out lead in paint 

 

No. 
Name organization Phone No. email 

1 
Nawras Rimawi 

Rimawi Factory / 
Jordan Engineering 
Association 

0797883015 nawrasrimawi@yahoo.com  

2 
Dr. Samer Darwish 

Orbit Aluminium 
Industries 

0790138473 sdarwich@orbitalu.com 

3 
Marwan Natouf 

Orbit Aluminium 
Industries 

0797543862 mnattouf@orbitalu.com 

4 
Reem Dabaibeh 

Al-Balqa Applied 
University/ Jordan 
Chemical association  

0798903008 Dr.reem.dabaibeh@bau.edu.jo  

5 
Ghadeer Al-Khatatbeh Quds Paints 0776470085 Ghadeerabd990@gmail.com  

6 
Arwa Al-wawi United Chemicals 0790862389 awawi@unichemgroup.com  

7 
Ramzija Radwan United Chemicals  0795905250 ramzija@unichemgroup.com  
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No. 
Name organization Phone No. email 

8 
Raid Banat 

Al-Albayt University/ 
Jordan chemical 
association  

0797051673 raidbanat@aabu.edu.jo  

9 
Dr. M’d Khashashneh MOEnv 0776296294 mkhashashneh@yahoo.com  

10 
Mervat Al-Ma’aiteh Jordan Radio 0791565814 mervatmaaiteh@gmail.com  

11 
Thaer Al-Qawasmi 

Near East Petro-
Chemicals  

0795747440 thaer@nepetrochemicals.com  

12 
Ramez Srouji Heidan Tech 0778000405 Ramez.srouji@sroujiholding.com 

13 
Rizq Ghonaim Sayegh Group 0779900537 Rezeq.gheniem@nationalpaints.com 

14 
Ziyad Alawneh LHAP (IPEN local NGO) 0796826287 ziyadalawneh@gmail.com  

15 
Ruba Mustafa A l-oula company  0777626030 Al-oula5@al-oulaecs.com 

16 
Ghada Al-dabaibeh Sipes Paints 0796700358 ghadas@sipes.jo 

17 
Mazen Malkawi WHO / CEHA +962-796555911 malkawim@who.net 

18 
Aseel Qutaishat 

Jordan Chamber of 
Industry 

0798817798 a.qtaishat@jocc.org.jo 

19 
Desiree m. Narvaez UN Environnent +41796792422 desiree.narvaez@un.org 
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mailto:thaer@nepetrochemicals.com
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No. 
Name organization Phone No. email 

20 
Anas Abu-khadejah 

Near East Petro-
Chemicals  

0792390053 anas@nepetrochemicals.com  

21 
Vojislavka Satric NCPC Serbia 

+38163234076 pbinpaints@gmail.com 

22 
Wisam Al-Masri 

Ta’ameer For Paint 
Manufacturing 
Company 

0790201705 Wesam85@hotmail.com  

23 
Eng. Saif Sha’ban 

Green Environment 
Company 

0790303206 medicalsales@nassergroup.com.jo  

24 
Arwa Ismail National Paints 0775705187 Arwa.ismail@nationalpaints.com  

25 
Ghaida Abu-Rumman Isra University 0799115897 ghaidarumman@gmail.com  

26 
Ayat Al-bustanji 

Amman Chamber of 
Commerce 

0799270675 Ayat.bustanji@ammanchamber.org.jo  

27 
Rose Smadi 

Amman Chamber of 
Industry 

0796207422 rose@aci.org.jo 

28 
Linda Al-Hmoud University of Jordan/  0795203440 Linda.ju14@gmail.com  

29 Eng. Rafat Assi RSS 077 791 2402 rafat.assi@rss.jo  

30 Eng. Husam Kilany RSS 079 974 4480 husam.kilany@rss.jo 

31 Eng. Salah Abu-Salah RSS 05 5344701 salah.abusalah@rss.jo 
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No. 
Name organization Phone No. email 

32 Eng. Rawia Abdullah RSS 0 79 740 1163 Rawia.Abdallah@rss.jo  

33 Eng. Ahmad Abu-Safa RSS 0 78 861 6384 ahmad.abusafa@rss.jo  

34 Musab Al-Hour RSS 0796001445 Musab.Al-Hour@rss.jo  
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